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REMARKS/ARGUlU^ FMTg 
Claims 1.2 and 7-36 are presented for the Examiner's consideration. Claims 1-2 and 7-30 are 
drawn to an elastic laminate material while daims 31-36 are to process forfooDlng elastic laminate 
matenal. No new claims have been added. Claims 3-6 have been canceled. Claims land 31 
have been amended. By the foregoing amendments, AppIicanU" claims have been amended to 
more particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention. Support for the amendments may be 
found in claims 3-6 as originally filed, for example. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § l.lll, reconsideration of the present application in view of the foregoing 
amendments and the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging receipt and consideration of Applicants' 
Infomnation Disclosure Statement mailed March 21, 2002 (received by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office March 26. 2002) by returning copies of the initialed Forms PTO-1449 with the 
Office Action mailed May 07, 2003. 

By way of Paragraph 2 of the Office Action mailed May 07. 2003, the Examiner rejected daim 1 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated and thus unpatentable over European 
Patent Number EP 0420256 A2 to Cohen et al. (hereinafter "Cohen et al."). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed to the extent that it may apply to the presently presented daims. 

The invention as presently daimed in daim 1 comprises an elastic laminate material which 
comprises a themioplastic elastic material and a first non-bonded staple fiber web layer bonded to 
the themioplastic elastic material, wherein the themioplastic elastic material comprises elastic 
polyolefin or a blend of elastic polyolefin and styrenic blodc copolymer While not limltBd thereto. 
Cohen et al. discloses an increased pile density composite elastic material and a method of 
making a composite elastic material induding the steps of applying a tensioning force to elongate 
at least one elastic sheet; attaching fibrous materials to the elastic sheet while the elastic sheet is 
maintained in an elongated condition so that the fibrous materials protrude from the elastic sheet to 
fomi a pile: and releasing the tensioning force so the attached fibrous materials are positioned 
doser together by the recovery of the elastic sheet. The fibrous materials may be In the fom, of an 
unbonded web or batt of fibers. However, and specifically. Cohen et al. does not appear to 
d.sclose a thennoplastic elastic material comprising elastic polyolefin or a blend of elastic polyolefin 
and styrenic block copolymer as is presently daimed. 
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^-^"«-;^o^-eta,.fal,stodiscloseeachandeve^elementofAp 

Applicants respectfully submit that the rejection of dalm 1 under 35 U.S.C. 6102(b) in view of ' 
Cohen etal. should be withdrawn. > 

By way of Paragraph 3 of the Office Acbon mailed May 07, 2003. the Examiner rejected clal^ 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being antidpatad and thus unpatentable over U S Patent 
Number 5.851.935 to Srinivasan et al. (hereinafter "Srinivasan et al.") or U.S. Patent Number 
5.431.991 to Quantriile et al. (hereinafter "Quantrllle et al."). This rejection is respectfully tr^ve«ed 
to the extent that It may apply to the presently presented claims. Please note that dalms 3 and 4 
have been canceled and claim 1 amended. 

The invention as presently claimed In daims 1^2 comprisesan elastic laminate material whidi 
comprises a thennoplastic elastic material and a first non-bonded staple fiber web layer bonded to 
the thermoplastic elastic material, wherein the thermoplastic elastic material comprises elastic 
polyolefin or a blend of elastic polyolefin and styrenic block copolymer. Srinivasan et al. discloses 
a nonwoven fibrous wel>/elastic film laminate whid, is laminated in a bonding process whidi meHs 
holes or apertures through the elastic film (see. e.g., Srinivasan et al. at dalm 1, col. 3 lines 28^5 
and col. 4 lines 62-67). Applicants point out to the Examiner that the Srinivasan et aJ. reference Is' 
at best not dear regarding use of non-bonded or un4,onded fibrous webs but does cleariy state at 
col. 2 lines 51-66 that. The present invention is a nonwoven-elastomeric film^nonwoven (A-8^A) 
laminate... The nonwoven weh>^ f , r# made from staple themioplastic fibers which have h..n 
carded and themi^l spot bonded. ." (emphasis added). The Quantriile et al. reference disdoses a 
nonwoven/elastic laminate wherein the elastic is a netting having non-extenslble mad,lne direction 
strands and elastic cross^madiine- direction strands and the nonwoven fibrous web or webs are 
hydroentangled into the netting material. However, and spedflcally. neither Srinivasan et al nor 
Quantriile et al. appear to disclose use of a themioplastic elastic material comprising elastic 
polyolefin or a blend of elastic polyolefin and styranic blod^ copolymer as Is pr^ntly daimed. 

Because Srinivasan et al. and Quantriile et al. fall to disclose eadi and every element of 
Applicants' dalms as presented. Applicants respectfully submit that the rejedion of daims 1-2 
under 36 U.S.C. §l02(b) in view of Srinivasan et al. and Quantriile et al. should be withdr^n. 

By way of Paragraph 5 of the Office Adion maiied May 07. 2003. the Examiner rejected daims 
1-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made and thus unpatentable over either Srinivasan et al. or Quantriile et al. 
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da,™. Pieasa „o,a ma. M hav. b.en c»c*<, ^ , ^ „ ^ 
d.scus.ed al«v., „h«. Srtrtvasan « „. and Qua«HO, et al. do dtedoae nonwo«,vela«te 
^™r«,en«te.ate.„ei,har,^.„„oed>s*.„, teaches 

co„P„s,n9 a m«m,oplas,,c elas«c ™Mal a«, a W „on^d«. staple flbar wa6 layer l»„ded to 

fta tt,e™p,as»=e,as*™,ertal, v*e™i„,h.*em»pfc.s.teela,«cm^^ 
polyole^n or a bleod o, ete* poMe«„ „ ^ 

l^^epen^n, da™ 1 . „or »,e p,o«„ fcr su«, an a^„o tam*».e ^ « , 
Claimed In independent claim 31 . p-eaeraiy 

Al« by way of Paragraph 5 of tt» Office Ac»on me Exami^r poinWd o«t mat Quant^lte et al. 
^ that the nrtung usad In m. laminate is lbm,ed by extoon, i.e. by exmidlng n,achine 
dir^on ,*ands and t(»n exbudin, onto these me coss machine di™c«on strands (col. 5 line, 
2S35),and™ybelbnnedWlne(col.9li„esS.10). This obsen««ion appear to be dli^cted at 
mdep.nd.nt cla«h 34. a pn«ess for foaning elastic laminate matenal comprtsing me steps of 
fcnnmB a first non*o™iK| staple tiberweb, exlniding a thermoplastio elastic matedal, and then 
fomting me laminate by bonding the fiberweb layer to m. mennoplastio elastic matenal while me 
etesec matenal r«nains in a partial^ molt«, state. However, Applicants eubmit mat m. Quantrille 

Tstll^rmfT*^'"'^'™^- ^^*^-x"«°'»»'^««'-ncedolhdicatemat 
me strands of me netting are mad. by «d,u,lon but do not In any way teach cr suggest mat a 

fib^s web sh^W or ev«, oould be bond«i to me etas«c materia, while me elastic materia is aill 

m a partally molten state. Ramer. Quantrille et at. relies on hydroentangling and/or omer 

«.bs«,uent optional bonding steps (please se. col. 8 lines 22-34, healed calender bonding; col 9 

line. 14-21, Bolvent-baaed adhesive, and/ormemial adhesives and/or needling). 

Al»<,u3h daims 7-30, 32, 33. 36 and 36 wera notapecllically l«at«l indivldua»y byme E>«miner 
in me Office Act™, mailed May 07. 2003. m. Examiner did .elect all of claims 1-3S under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious to one of ortlnaiy skill In th. art over elmer 
Snn«as,n et al. or Quantrille el al. aalms 7-30. 32. 33. 35 and 3« depend aimer diractiy or 
■ndlrecuy from Independent claims 1. 31 and 34 and radte me p,«em invention m varying scope 
Applicants have herein discus^d me cited references In ralation to Independent claims 1. 31 and 
34. Claims 7-30. 32. 33, 35 and 38 are similarly distinguishable not only becauw of me 
patenlaMty of me Independent claims but also because of me combination ofth, eubiect matter of 
each Of me dependent c^ims wim me. Independent da»n whi* maKes each daim J,m.r 
distinguishable. 
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pa.„«,e. .re^u,^^ o, Appl^n.,' Applicant ..peotfu^ 
r^eolKH, of pr^ently presented claims 1-2 end 7-3$ under 35 U.S.C. J 103(a) should b. 
Withdrawn. 

Fo, the reasons stated abov,. it Is «spectfu«y submitted tt»t all of the presently presented daln« 
are in form for allowance. 

Please charge any prosecutional fees which are due to Kimberly-Clark Worldwide. Inc. deposit 
account number 11-0875. 



The undersigned may be reached at 770-587-8908 

Respectfully submitted. 
ELLIS ETAL 

By: 



Respectfully submitted. 

ELLIS ETAL \J^A,h- 



Robert A. Ambrose 
Registration No.: 51,231 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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